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KEE State of. New Ham ire. 3 
In THE HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, 
April 15, 1784. 
OTED, That the Rev. Mr. SAMUEL 
_M*CLINTQCK, of Greenland, be and he N 


; hereby is appointed and requeſted to prepare and 


preach a Sermpn at Concord, before the General- 


Aſſembly, on Thurſday: the third day of June next, 


Sent Ls for concurrence, 
wa N Jon Duprx, Speaker. 


Ty COUN CIL, the ſame day read and concurred, 


| E. Tuoursox, Sec“. 
th 3 by E. TxoMps0N, Rec, 
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Slate of New. Hampſhire. 
In THE HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES, 


5 June 3, 1784. 
g OTE D, That Col. Top pA, Mr. Pickik- 
ING, and Col. Parxx, with ſuch of the Hon. 


Senate as they ſhall join, be a committee to wait 


upon the Rev. Mr.M*CLinTocs, and preſent him 


with the thanks of the General- Court, for his per- 


formance; and requeſt of him a copy of the Diſ- 
courſe delivered this day, in order to have it printed. 
Sent up for concurrence, 
Gro. ATKINSON, Speaker. 


— In SENATE, June 4, 1784. 


E AD and concurred, and Mr. LANG DON, 
and Mr. Dow, joined. 

E. Trxompeson, Sec“. 

E. Tromyson, Sec“ - 
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H. 3 and reſpeBtable Audience, 


r is with diffdence J appear in this 
| place, on the preſent great occa- 

|| } fion, before ſuch an Aſſembly.— 
83 © Nothing, beſides the reſpect I owe to 
the Supreme Legiſlative of this State, could fo far 
have overcome the ſenſe of my own inſufficiency, 
as to induce me to comply with their invitation. 
Your candor will make a favourable allowance for 
the imperfections which your diſcernment will per- 
ceive, while I attempt to offer ſome obſervationg 
ſuitable to the occaſion, from 
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At what inflant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, 
and concerning 4 kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
pull down and to deſtroy it: If that nation againſt 
whom I have pronounced, turn from their evil, I 
will repent of the evil that I thought to dv unto 
them. And at what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concern- 
ing à nation and concerning a kingdom, to build 
and to plant it : If it de evil i in my fight, that it 
obey not my voice, then I will repent" of the good 
ey T faid I would benefit them. 


HE being and We of GOD are the 
great principles of religion, which as they 
are conformable to the light of nature and reaſon, 
have obtained the general conſent of mankind 
in all ages. It is not more evident from the vi- 
ſible works of creation that there is a God, who 
made all theſe things, than it is from the courſe of 
events in this world that they are under the ditec- 
tion and government of a wiſe, good, holy and 
powerful providence. By this natural conviction 
of the ſuperintendence of the Deity over the affairs 
of this world, the Pagan nations were led to conſult 
w2 6 2 Ws their 
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their Gods, and ſeek to them for direction and affiſ- 
tance, when they were engaging in affairs of great 
and publie concernment, and to offer to them pub- 
lic thanks when their enterprizes were ſuccefsful. 
And do they ſeek to them that are no Gods ? ſhall 
not a people then who are enlightened with the 
beams of divine revelation; in which the character 0 
and perfections of the true God, the neceffary depen - 
dence of all creatures on him, and the government 
of his providence over all events, are ſo clearly taught, 
acknowledge him in all their ways, if they would 
expect that he will direct their paths ?, How be- 
coming is it that we ſhould render unto him in a 
public manner, the moſt devout aſcriptions of praiſe 
for the great things he hath done for us, in deliver- 
ing us from the cruel hand of oppreſſion, and the 
. miſeries of abject ſervitude, crowning our 
arduous ſtruggle in defence of the rights of human 
nature, with triumphant ſucceſs, in the acknowledg- 
ment of our Independence and Sovereignty, and 
giving us the fingular advantage of framing a Con- 
ſtitution of Government for ourſelves and our poſte- 
rity ? If we ſhould neglect to render due praiſe to 
him on ſuch a great occaſion, the heathen would 
| riſe up in judgment and condemn us for our impiety 
and ingratitude: 3 5 though they were * of 
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the true God, and by reaſon of this their natufal 
blindneſs, became vain in their imaginations, and 
changed his glory into the likeneſs of corruptible 
man, and of four-footed. beafts, and creeping 
things; and in conſcquente thereof, practiced a mul- 
tude of idle ſuperſtitious ceremonies, ſuitable 
enough indeed to the character of their Gods 
I fay, tho their worſhip was falſe and erroneous, 
| yet it was founded in a right principle---a conviction 
1 _ ſupreme. power upon whom they were depen- 
dent, and who they believed governs and directs all 
| | human affairs---a principle ſo deeply imprinted in 
theic hearts, that the habits of vice were not able 
Wi to efface che unpreſſion, 
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70 men doſe lt liys OP is no Tod- FY 

who view the events of time merely as effects of 
natural cauſes, of blind chance, or fatal neceſſity; 
and in the pride of reaſon, . conceit that their own 
uiſdom is fufficient to manage the affairs of ſtates 
and empires, religion muſt appear an idle ſuper- 
1 ſtüuion; but to thoſe who are convinced of the 
l | important truth taught in the words now read, the 
l A favereign dominion of God over the nations of the 
| 1 earth, and the neceſſary dependence of all things 
q on him, nothing can ren more rational than ta 
ſeek 
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teek to him on whom they depend, and in whoſs, 
hand is: the diſpoſal of their circumſtances, for; 
direction! in all their undertakings 3 more eſpecially, 
in affairs of public and national concernment, ſuch 
as; the preſent occaſion, when 4 conſtitution of. 
government i is to take place, which in its . operati-" | 
on may eſſentially affect the intereſt and happi- 
neſs of preſent-: and future generations, 40 
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Tur jewith. nation, in in conſequence c of > renouns, 
cing their dependance on God, diſregarded. the 
threataings of thoſe deſolatin g judgments which, 
were coming upon them, and confiding in their 
numbers, their wiſdom, the ſtrength of their walls 
and the ſanẽtity of their temple, ſet at defiance the 
attempt o of the king of Aſſyria i but their hopes were 
vain. They were ripe for ruin. God had deter- 
mined to puniſh them for their ſins by delivering 
them i into the hands of that monarch, to ſuffer the 
miſeries of a long captivity in Babylon; 3 and no hu⸗ 
man wiſdom or might could fruſtrate his deſign. He 
bad ſent his prophet to them with repeated meſſages, 
to warn them of their dan ger,and caution them againſt | 
truſting i in the yain words and aſfurances of the falſe 
| prophets ; 3 but they refuſed to obey his voice, - and 

perſiſted i in lber o own ways. In oppoſition to their 
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vain confidence, God teaches them in the Gulet 
his ſovereign power over them, to exalt or abaſe 
them, by a ſignificant emblem - the power of the 
potter over the clay to make one veſſel to honor, and 
another to diſhonor. O houſe of Iſrael, cannot I do 
with you as this potter ? faith the Lord: Behold, 
as the clay i is in the potter's hand, uo are ye in my 
hand, O houſe of Iſrael. The text contains a far- 
ther explication of this inſtcuctive emblem. When 
God is ſpoken of in this and other ſcriptures as re- 
penting of the good or evil he thought to do to a 
people, upon a change i in their character, it is not to 
be underſtood in the ſame ſenſe as repentance in 
creatures, which always implies forrow for what 
they have done, and a change in their thoughts and 
purpoſes. In this fenſe, God cannot repent. It is 
inconſiſtent with the perfection of his nature. He 
ſpeaks of himſclf in theſe words, after the manner 
of men. And the meaning is, that he changes and 
varies the conduct of his providence toward nations, 
according to their moral character. When he 
threatens to pluck up and deſtroy a finfol nation, if 
they turn from their evil ways, he will avert the 
threatned deſtruckion and on the other hand, when 
Be intimates, by events of providence, his intention 
50 build and plant a nation or kingdom, if they for- 
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ke the paths of virtue, and do Sth he will with- 
draw from them the tokens of bis favor, and with- 


hold the bleſſings he was ready to beſtow. This 1s 
entirely conſiſtent with the plan of the divine govern- 

ment, and the unchangeable purpoſes of the infinite 
mind. 


I", Trar Gop exerciſes 4 ſroereign dominion 
over the nations and kingdoms of this world, 


and determines their riſe, growth, declenfons 
and dur ations---- and 


| IF. Tuar bis ſovereign power is invariably 
i | directed by perfect and infinite refitude ; in 
| plucking up end deſiroying, and in building 
and planting them, he treats them according 
to their moral character. 


8 O o is an abſolute ſovereign, He preſides 
with an uncontrouled ſway, over all the nations of 
this earth, and orders all the events, changes and 
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power and dignity, or brought to diſhonor and ruin. 
By a turn of the wheel of providence, he can form 
a people into a reſpeQable and happy, or a mean 


and 
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| Two things are oviacinally tvght i in x the text 


revolutions by which they are either exalted to 
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N f lürf 1 | aneh his Oey power is 
expreſſed by the prophet Iſaiah, in this beautiful 
language----All nations, before God, are as the drop 
of the bucket, or the ſmall duſt of the ballance, as 
eaſily plucked up or deſtroyed, or built and planted, 

us the former 1$ wiped by a touch of the finger ; ; or 
the othier blown wan wich 6 breath of « air, TI 
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at firſt, continually ſupports their 5 and gives 
efficacy to all the ſecondary cauſes of the growth and 
Proſperity, or the decline and ruin of” nations and 
empires. When hie peaks and intimates his de- 
ſign by favorable events of ptovidenge, to plant and 
build up a nation, things are ſo ordered that there is a 
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concurrence of cauſes to promote this end. Their 
public counſels are directed by wiſdom, and cheir 
enterprizes crowned with ſucceſs; they are proſ- 
pered in their agriculture, commerce, manufactures, 
and alt their undertakings---happy in their union at 
home: and reſpectable among their neighbours, for 
i their wiſdom; virtue, and magnanimity. And when, 
on the contrary, he determines to deſtroy an impe- 
wt BETS 5 nitent 
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nitent nation for their fins, no human wiſdom, cou 
ſel or might, can prevail to fruſtrate the execution 


of his threatnings ; but they are ſo infatuated, that 


even the methods they take to ſupport t their tottering 


Nate, ſerve to precipitate their ruin. "This" he! in- 


'Creaſeth the nations and deſtroyeth deb 2 he en- 
Jargeth' the nations and I ſtraitneth thei nid len 
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Tus ſovereign power of God over the nations of 


the earth, was mailifeſted 3 in a convincing manner, in 
his diſpenſations toward that favorite people whom 


he choſe for himſelf, to preſerve the true religion 


amidſt the falfe worſhip and ſuperſtitions that reſgn- 


ed in the world, and to be 4 figure of the nations of 


the redeemed. His almighty hand was fignally 


diſplayed toward them in à feries of uouſnal and 
miraculous events; in delivering them from the 


houſe of their bondage, preſerving them in the Un. 


derneſs for the ſpace of forty years, giving them poſ- 
ſeſſion af, and planting them in the land of Eanaan, 


oftentimes bringing them low for their iniquity, and 


then upon their repentance, delivering them from the 
hand of their enemies, and reſtoring them to their for- 
mer proſperity, by means altogether inadequate to 


ſuch effects, and which afforded the cleareſt evidence 
of the interpoſition of divine providence, The Al; 


mighty 


a — 
8 bf, <A 
— —̃¶ ay 1 EO WO — — — — 


n - 
—_— - 


3 me bald 


. 
* 
* m — — * —— — —— —  — —— — — —— wy n gre ING — * 0 6 el 2 0 - my * * 
— 9 {ig neces recs — —— — ee — — w - — — 2 & s — — . ww — 
— _ a . p . I IST vor * wt nr nr age Res: awe" — FR - IP < * — —ů — — _y — —— = . A Sg Nr tn — 7 
„„ e * ee q - T — 8 i — r — RIES — — Py _ — . ® * 2 7 
PP : ² . b- odTT 47; * ; by 
. l 
. 


1 
; 
| 
| 
4 
5 


— 


_—_— 
. * —— — — — — 
—_— - 


N 0 — 
— ä Goon 
—_ 5 ; 2 — Wu 1 
- bo . 9 nnr 


— 


x” as r = 
— — In 
5 D. 1b ler 


_ 


_ - 


— r 
7 


—_—_ 


f 
[7 
77 
} 
11 
; 
7 
, 
2 
1.4 
{ 
Wd „ 
. 
+ Fn) 
| 
1 
£ 
ö 
if 
| 
| 
| 4 
1 
1 
| g . 
v5 
t 4 
. 
fk 


{ 24 


mighty. arm was made hore in his a 


toward them. 


4 


Bur in the common method, of his government 


over the paions ofthe cart, God brings 10 paſs hi 


deſigns by means and inſtruments, and as it were, 
conceals himſelf, in his immediate operations, behind 
the ſcene of nature; ſo that we are apt te overlook 


the power that actuates all the parts of the ſyſtem, 


and to aſcribe effects to their immediate. cauſes, which 
in reality are nothing more than effects of the fir 
Cauſe, and produce their. effects by his continual i in- 
fluence on them. What is called the courſe of na- 


ture is only the continual operation of God on this 


viſible ſyſtem of things, producing the events we be- 
hold! in a uniform manner, according to certain laws 
which be hath eſtabliſhed ; to that theſe common 


and ordinary events by which nations are bleſſed gr 


ebaſtiſed, are in reality as much effects of his power 
as miracles are; and to this, we are conſtantly taught 
in the ſacred pages to aſer ibe them. And even rea- 
ſon would lead us to the ſame concluſion; for what 
power is there in nature equal to ſuch effects? 


What but an almighty hand could have kept this 
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ſyſtem of nature, theſe amazing bodies of matter, 
che lun, moon and fark revolving in their appointed 
courſes 
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F 83 
courſes through ſo many thouſands of years, with the 
moſt exact order and regularity and without the leaſt 


interference of their ſpheres ? and to what but this 


can we aſcribe numberleſs events to which their vi- 
fible and immediate cauſes are inadequate, or which 
come to paſs contrary to all rational grounds of pro- 
bability ? In a human view, the voluntary actions of 
free agents, and the events which depend on them, 
ſeem to be wholly in their own power ; yet we are 
taught that the hearts of men are in the hands of 


God, their thoughts, counſels and deſigns are fo en- 


tirely under his controul, that they are often led by a 
ſecret influence on their minds to purſue a courſe of 
conduct quite different from that which they had 
choſen. A man's heart deviſeth his way, but the 
Lord directeth his ſteps. Even the proudeſt and 


mightieſt of mortals who are raited above all human 


reſtraints, and ſeem to have it in their power to act 
as they pleaſe, are as much under his controul as the 
horſe we govern by the bit and bridle, or the fiſh in 
whoſe mouth the hook is faſtened, is under our com- 
mand. I, faith God, ſpeaking of the proud King of 
Aſſyria, who boaſted of his irreſiſtable power, I will 


put my hook in thy noſe and my bridle in thy lips, 
and J will turn thee back by the way by which thou 
cameſt, There was nothing in the wars and vieto- 
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ries of Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus, but what leemed 
to be the effects of natural cauſes. They were 
promoted. by à luſt of power and a love of vain glory, 
and ſeemed to gain their victories by ſuperior {kill 
and numbers, but at the ſame time they were iaſtru- 
ments in the hand of Cod, to accompliſh the deſigns 
of. his providence ; the former to puniſh the nations, 
and in particular his own people, for their wick- 
edneſs, and the latter to deliver them from their long 
captivity, and reſtore them to their own land. 


Taus the ſacred ſcripture leads our views up to 
God as the firſt cauſe, the fountain of all life, powers 
and motion, and the author of all the events and re- 
volutions which take place in the nations and empires 
of this world. It is God who does all theſe things 
by the influence of his providence, whatever means 
and inſtruments may be employed in their accom - 
pliſlhment. 


"Tay preſent glorious revolution in this land 4 
fords a ſtriking proof of the truth we are conſider- 
ng. The divine hand hath been ſo ſignally diſ- 
played in the events and occurrences which have 
led to it, that thoſe who are not convinced of the 
government of providence oyer the affairs of nations 

by 
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by what has paſſed before them in theſe Oy years; 
would not have been be if they had been eye · 
witneſſes of the mighty works which God wrought 


in the midſt of his peculiar people. For though the 


events were not ſtrictly miraculous, yet they were 
truly marvellous, and fo circumſtanced, that they 

never can be rationally accounted for without admit- 
ting the interpolition of providence. The greater the = 


_ diſproportion between the means and the effect, the 


more evident is the divine power: And ſurely there 
has ſeld om, in any caſe, been a greater diſproportion 
between the means and event, than in the preſent 
one. Hardly any people were ever leſs prepared to 
enter the liſts with tuch a great and powerful nation. 
War was not our object or wiſh : on the gontrary, 
we deprecated i it as a dreadful calamity, and continu- 
ed to hope, even againſt hope, that the gontler me- 
thods of petitioning and remonſtrating might obtain 
a.redreſs of grievances, The war, on our part, was 
not a war of ambition, but a juſtifiable ſelf-defence 
againſt the claims of an arbitrary power, which was 
attempting to wreſt from us the privileges we had all 
along enjoyed, and to ſubject us to a ſtate of abject 
ſervitude. In this light it was viewed by the nations 
of Europe, and even by ſome of the moſt illuſtrioug 
nnn houſes af the Britiſh parliament, 
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eated with repeated 
Inſults and injuries. —after our dutiful petitions had 
been rejected with contempy--- after the Britiſh ads 
miniſtration had held upthe high claim of authority 
to make laws,” binding us in all caſes whatſoever; 
che plain language of which was, we have authority 
and power to do with you as we pleaſe; and if you 
will not quietly ſubmit, and deliver up your earnings 
to lupport us iu our luxury and extravagance, and be 
hewets of woOd and drawers of water for us, we will 
lay waſte your country with fite and ſword, and de 
ſtroy you from under heaven — It was after the 
{word had been drawn, and blood ſhed on the plains - 
of Lexington, and on the fatal Buoker-hill, fo that 
no alternative remained, but either abſolute ſubmiſſion | 
or open reſiſtance lt was, I ſay, after all this, 
that the repreſentatives, af the people in Congreſs 
choſe the latter, declared for Independence, and rely- 
: ing on the juſtice of their cauſe,” and the aid ofthe | 
Amighty, reſolved to ſupport it by force of arms. 


4. K 


at that time our conteſt with Britain ap- 


olga after we had _ reat 


4 


bees, from E 2 of che difference between 
901 * their 


— 


Lag ! 
their eircumfiatices and our's, as unequal; as that be- 
een the ſtripling David and the giant of Gath; and 


the improbability of our ſucceſs as great, as that he with 


a fling and tone ſhould overcome that proud and 


” * % 


Tur were men of * from their youth. 
| They had regular troops, ufed to ſervice, who had 
ſignalized their valour on the plains of Minden, and 
the heights of Abraham, commanded by able, expe- 
rienced generals, amply furniſhed with all the terri- 
ble apparatus of death and deſtruRion, and aided by 
mercenary” troops, whs had been bred to arms, and 
were verſed in all the ſtratagems of war---add to this, 
1 they had a navy that ruled the ocean, and regular 
reſources to ſupply their demands -on the other 
hand, we were inexperienced in the art of war, and 
had neither diſciplined troops, nor magazines of pro- 
viſion and ammunition, nor ſo much as one ſhip of 
war to oppoſe to their formidable fleets, nor any re- 
- gular reſources, nor even ſo much as the certain proſ- 
pect of any foreign aid beſides, all the civil govern- 
ments were diſſolved, and the people reduced back 

to a ſtate of nature, and in danger of falling into 
. anarchy and eenfullos-=emer From this comparative 


view 
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which dire — the ſtone Gm — . 2 The f Ray 
nul ſteps which led to this great event, cannot de 
rationalſy accounted for from any other 
Among theſe the general union of the ads 
| theopgbout theſe en is not the leaſt remarkable, 


+ * 


* — 0 widely Cm 2 one ano 
. ther by their ſituation, manners, cuſtoms, and forms 
of government, ſhould all at once be willing to ſacri- 
. fice their private intereſts. to the public good, and 
unite like a band of brothers; to make the cauſe of 
one ſtate, and even of one town, a common cauſe ; 
and that they ſhould continue firm and united amidſt 
the greateſt, diſcouragements and the moſt trying i 
reverſes of fortune. 


Tuar an army of freemen, voluntarily aſ- 
ſembling at the alarm of danger---men who had 
been nurtured in the boſom of liberty, and un- 
uſed to flaviſh re ſtraints, ſhould be willing to 
ſubmit to the ſeverity of military government, 5 
for the ſafety of their country, and patiently. 

_ endure hardſfhips that would have overcome 
me e of veterans, following their illul⸗ 
Ra : trigus | 
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trious leader in the depths of winter, tlirough cold 
por, ſnow, in nakedneſs and perils, when every ſtep 
they took was marked with. the blood that iſſued | 
from their ſwola feet, and when they could not be 
animated to ſuch patience and perſeverance by any 
mercenary motives; was a rate ſpectacle, and for its 
ſolution muſt be traced to a higher ſource than mere 
natural cauſes in a word, the hand of providenee 
evidently appeared in the various incidents and ſecon- 
daty cauſes which concurred to ſecure to us ſuccels 4 


In . up, at the nr of the conteſt 2 
group of noble patriots to counteract the politic: 
mancguvres of the Britiſh adminiſtration, and expoſe 
to view their dark deſigns to enſlave this country, 
and who with peculiar ſtrength of argument and 
power of perſuaſion, ſo ably defended the cauſe of 
their country, as to engage the attention and appro- 
bation of all Europe; and gain immortal honor to 
themſelves--in bringing on the tage a great military 
character, the American Fabius, to take the command 
of our armies, endowed with thoſe qualities which n 
a peculiar manner fitted him for ſuch a command, at 
ſuch a time and in ſuch circumſtances---in overruling 
things, ſo that the very inſtruments of war which had 
been prepared for our geſtruction, ſhpuld fall into ouf 
hand? 


22 Ti 

| Hands when they were moſt Ne an be * | 
_ "*apainſt the enemy in our own defence---in diſpoſing 
the heart of the illuſtrious Monarch of France to aid 
and aſſiſt us in out virtuous ſtruggle in ſending di- 
viſions into the councils of the enemy, diſconcerting 
their meaſares, and diſcovering their fecrer plans, at 
the criticab moment, by a concutrence of incidents 
which no human wiſdom could have foreſeen-<-in 
the repeated ſigual inſtances of ſucceſs, particularly 
the captute of two of che beſt armies of the enemy, 
in which we had a convincing demonſtration that 
the race is not to the ſwift, nor the battle to the 
ſtrong 3 but that the victory was of the Lord; and 
finally, in diſpoſing the enemy to acknowledge our 
Independence and mn and to withdraw their 
b ety and armies. 


By this revolution, we are not only delivered 
from the calamities of a long, expenſive and bloody 
War, but may now fit quietly under our own vine and 
» fig-tree, without any to make us afraid;and every man 

is left at full liberty to purſue the means of opulence 
and happineſs, without the danger of being deprived 
of the fruits of his induſtry by the hand of rapine 
and violence, which is ever the caſe of thoſe who are 


e's the Works of a power or expoſed to 
& 23370 the 
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the ravages of war. By this revolution, the rights 
and privileges of men in a ſtate of civil ſociety, are 
ſacured to us; and we have the precious opportunity, 
which few nations have ever enjoyed, to take up 
government on its firſt principles, and to chuſe that 
form which we judge beſt adapted to our ſituation, 
and moſt promotive of our public intereſts and hap- 
pineſs. America ſeems like a young heir, arrived 
to mature age, who, being freed from the reſtraints 
of tutors and governors, takes the management of his 
eſtate into his own hands, and makes ſuch laws for 
the regulation of his domeſtic affairs, as he judges 
will be moſt conducive to eſtabliſh: peace, order and 


rr in his GTO aa - 


Tus Artes now. to take "On dh the beſt 
that could be obtained, where ſo many were to be. 


conſulted, no doubt has its defects, which time and 
experience will diſcover better than any ſpeculations, 


and for the amendment of which, expreſs proviſion ; 
is made in the conſtitution itſelf--its excellencies are 
apparent, and juſtly entitle its worthy framers to the 
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honorable appellation of Jatbert of their country. 
Were it neceſlary, 1 might ſhew with what preciſion 


the rights belonging to men in a ſtate of ſociaty are 


dfined 3 in the Declaration of Rights, 2nd the life, 
libe N. 
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Ver- but it is needleſs to be particular bare (eh | 


CEN, © ſo lege ee * 
ſubjeRts, by which the many headed monſter, 


ache, ſo as to have a emnuitebage on each hs; 


and-defpotic power guarded againſt by keeping the 


legiflatrve; judicial and executive powers, diſtinct and 


ſeperate, an eſſential arrangement in a tree govern- 


ment ; and how the impartial. execation of the laws 
is provided for by the independent ſituation of the 


* 


e the e i that PO our eineſtitnable 
privileges eſtabliſhed on ſuch. a foundation | * It 
aſfords a peculiar ſatisfaction, on this ocgaſion, to find 


lat eſpefts his Excellency Prefident WE A R E, - wax 
emitted in the delivery ef the, Sermon, his, Excellency ; 
being abſent. 1tir now inſerted i in the publication, as a 
a ſhall tribute of. gratitude to one; ho has — 50 
well of the public, 


*. 
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the man choſen to fill the chair of government, who 
at the beginning of the late conteſt eſpouſed the cauſe 
of his injured country, who nobly ſacrificed his do- 
meſtic eaſe and private intereſt to the public good; 
and with unſhaken firmneſs and reſolution perſeve- 
red in his virtuous efforts till ſucceſs has realized his 


hopes. His election to the office of chief magiſtrate 


by the free ſuffrages of the people, as it is a demon- 
ſtration of their ſenſe of ſuperior merit, confers a 
much greater honor than that of an hereditary crown 
---may the Almighty take his Excellency under his 
holy protection may he till preſide with wiſdom 
and dignity in his exalted ſtation, and after enjoying 


the deſerved approbation of his country for merito - 
rious ſervices, be raiſed to immortal honors in the 


kingdom of God It heightens the joy of the 
day to fee the other important branches of govern- 
ment. ſupplied with ſuch a number of reſpectable 
characters. May the honorable the Senate and 
Houſe of Repreſentatives be directed by ſupreme 
wiſdom to ſuch meaſures as will moſt effeQually 
promote the belt intereſts of their conſtituents, and 
particularly in the choice of the moſt ſuitable per- 
ſons to fill the vacant ſeats of government. It is 
to be preſumed out of ſuch a number of choſen men, 
there can be no difficulty in making a right choice, 
5 HFarer 


—— — — 


a 

Harry people ! if you have wiſdom and virtue 
to improve the advantages now preſented to you, 
under a free, government and the adminiſtration of 
wiſe and faithful rulers, you may goon for ages to 
come increaſing in your numbers and improvements, 
ſo as to become the greateſt and moſt powerful em- 
pire that ever roſe on the face of this earth, There 
'will be no occaſion to make war upon your neigh- 
bours, to enlarge your boundaries, and it will ever be 
contrary, as we are fituated, to the principles of true 


policy. 


Tnar vaſt extent of territory comprehended 
within the limits of the United States, ſituated under 
every climate, is capable of containing a countleſs 
number of inhabitants, and the rich ſoil, which wants 
only the hand of induſtry to ſubdue and cultivate it, 
of producing all the neceſſaries and comforts of life 
in the greateſt abundance for their ſupport, If the 
people in theſe States double their numbers every 
twenty-five years, ſuppoſing them to be three mil- 
lions at preſent, according to this calculation, a cen- 
tury hence, they will be increaſed to forty-eight mil- 
lions, even without the acceſſion of any foreigners, 
Tmagination already anticipates with pleaſing wonder 
the future proſperityand grandeur oftheſe riſing repub- 
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li l ſees the wilderneſs changed into a fruitful 


field, and the deſert bloſſoming as the roſe; popu- 
lous towns and cities riſing to view in thoſe vaſt 


tracts of uncultivated ſoil, which hitherto have been 
the haunt of beaſts of prey and ſavage men 


It ſees the commodities oſ every other country flow- ; 


ing into our harbours with every tide, while our 
ſtore-houſes are crowded with the various produe- 
tions of our own———lt ſees ſcience flouriſhing 
under the refreſhing ſhade of the tree of liberty, and 
the encouragement of a wiſe and patriotic govern- 
ment, and Locks and Newtons making new diſcove- 
ries in the laws of nature, and the latent powers of 
the human mind, riſing to a degree of perfection 
hitherto unknown ; and, which is the moſt joyful 
part of the ſcene, it ſees the benevolent religion of 
the divine Saviour extended far and wide, and chriſ- 
tian churches planted where ſatan's ſeat now is, 


How charming the proſpect ! But it is to be cong 
ſidered, that its being realized, depends on the prac- 
tice of that righteouſneſs which alone exalteth a na- 
tion; for, 


Ir is laid down in the text, as the rule of the 
divine government over the nations of the earth, to 
deal 


+ 
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deal with them according to their moral character. 
Tho God is an abſolute, yet he is a holy and righ- 
teous ſovereign, - Such is the perfection of his na · 


ture, that he never can do any thing but what i is fit 


and right. That the righteous ſhould be as the 
wicked, that be far from him, Perfe& juſtice is the 


| Invariable rule of his government over the nations 
As to individuals, all things come alike to all, and 


there i is one event to the righteous and to the wicked 
in this preſent world ; the recompence of their do- 
inge is reſerved for a future ſtate, in which every 
one ſhall receive according to the deeds done in the 


| body: But with regard to nations, God hath always 


made a daiſtinction between the righteous and the 
wicked, and in plucking up and deſtroyin g, or build- 
ing up and planting them, has ever treated them 
according to the rule of juſtice lald down in the text 
This would appear 'with abundant evidence from a 
review ofthe hiſtory not only of the Jewiſh nation, 


büt of all other nations that ever have exiſted, 


When God commiſſioned his people to exterminate 
the nations of Canaan, it was becauſe they had filled 
up the meaſure of their iniquity, and it was the cry- 
ing fins of Sodom and Gomorrah, that brought down 
upon them the exemplary vengeance of Heaven,--- 


While virtue Was the character of the citizens of 


Rome; 


[9] 
Rome 3 while they practiſed temperance and ſo- 
briety, juſtice and honeſty, and maintained a rever- 


ence of the laws and a ſacred regard to their (promiſes 
and treaties, they were proſperous and happy, and 
from ſmall beginnings roſe to be a mighty people. 


They were not more revered-for their valor than for 
their wiſdom and virtue, bat as ſoon as venality and 


corruption crept in among them their decline was 
rapid. After the conqueſt of Afia, the luxuries of 
the caſt entered Rome in triumph, and the vices of 
the conquered ſoon effected that which their arms 
could not do. it produced an entire change in the 
public taſte and manners, ſo that a people who 
had been celebrated for their virtue and cou- 
rage, became effeminate and luxurious, and fold 
their birth-right for a meſs of pottage ; and even 
the Roman ſenate, which had reſembled an aſſem- 
| bly of gods, became dupes to the tyrant, and the 
mere echo of his arbitrary edits. It was the wiſ- 


dom of their laws and the virtue of their citizens, - 


that raiſed the free States of Greece to ſach impor- 

tance, and made them ſuperior to the whole force 
of Aſia, and it was their departure from that virtue, 
and falling into the contrary vices, that proved their 
ruin. In a word, the hiſtory of all nations and ages, 
an that public virtue makes a people great and 


happy 
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happy, vice contemptible and miſerable. . This is 
the conſtitution of God---the immutable law of his 


kingdom, founded in the infinite perfection of his 
nature, ſo that unleſs God ſhould change, that is, 


ceaſe to be God, we cannot be a happy, unleſs we 
are a virtuous people. In abſolute governments, 


the principle of honor may in ſome meaſure ſupply 


the place of virtue, and there may be the ſhew of 


public happineſs and grandeur, while the people are 


really in a ſtate of ſlavery ; but as virtue is the baſis 
of republics, their exiſtence depends upon it, and the 
moment that the, peo ple in general loſe their virtue, 
and become venal and corrupt, they ceaſe to be free. 
This ſhews of what importance it is to preſerve 


public virtue under ſuch a conſtitution as our's, and 


how much it becomes all who have any regard to the 
good of their country, and of poſterity,and wha wiſh 
the ſcenes of future happineſs and grandeur, which 
preſent themſelves to the immagination, may be rea- 
lized to do every thing in their power, to promote 
that virtue upon which this depends. This is more 
eſpecially the duty of rulers, as the end for which 
they are cloathed with power is, that, that power 


may be employed for the good of the people---to 
protect their lives and intereſts---to. make wiſe and 
falutary laws, for the regulation of their public af: 


Pine. | fairs, 
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fairs, to adminiſter juſtice with impartiality, and to 
promote thoſe virtuous ſentiments and _ diſpoſitions 
among the people, which are the ſureſt foundation 
of their true happineſs and glory. The benevolent 
deſign of the inſtitution of civil government, the du- 
ty of rulers, and the benefits to be expected from 
their adminiſtration, are repreſented in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's dream, under the beautiful and ſignificant 
emblem of a tree, whoſe top reached to Heaven, 
and its branches to the ends of the earth, and 
afforded, both food and protection to the beaſts 
of the field, and the fowls of the air. © Can there, 
as one ſays, be a more juſt and inſtructive idea of 
ſovereign power? whoſe true grandeur and ſolid 
glory, does not conſiſt in that ſplendor, pomp, and 
magnificence which ſurrounds it; nor in that reve- 
rence and exterior homage which are paid to it by 
ſubjects ; but in the real ſervices and ſolid advantages 
It procures to nations ; whoſe ſupport, defence, ſe- 
curity and aſylum it forms, both from its nature and 
inſtitution, at the ſame time it is the fruitful fource 
of terreſtial bleſſings of every kind; eſpecially to 
the poor and weak, who ought to find beneath its 
ſhade and protection, a ſweet peace and tranquility 
not to be interrupted, or diſturbed ;- whilſt rulers ſa- 
crifice their eaſe, and experience alone thoſe ſtorms 
and tempeſts from which they ſhelter all others.” 


RvLens, 


———— ——— 
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Rur z RS, by the very deſign of their inflitus 
Gon, are miniſters of Gad for good to the peo- 
ple and their ſituation: gives them a peculiar ad- 
vantage to promote this benevolent deſign. They 
are placed on high, like a city ſet upon a hill: The 
people look up to them as their fathers, guides and 
guardians, and confide in their wiſdom to deviſe | 
the beſt means to alleviate their burdens, to pro» 
mote their intereſts, and perpetuate their happineſs ; 
and when their authority -is exerciſed with juſtice 
and moderation, their example has a leading Influence 


in forming the public taſte and manners: They are 
the head of the political body, which moves, ani- 


mates and guides the members in their motions. | 


From all theſe conſiderations, people have a right to 
expect that their rulers, to whom they have delega- 
ted their authority for this expreſs purpoſe, will do 
all in their power to promote their intereſts and hap- 
pineſs.——Before I conclude, I will take the li- 
berty briefly to mention ſome things which it is in 
a more eſpecial manner the duty of rulers to pro- 
mote, as the ſureſt means of eſtabliſhing their own 
authority on a firm baſis, lengthening the public 
tranquility, and realizing thoſe future ſcenes of felici- 
ty and grandeur, the proſpect of which lies before us, 


2 . 


— 9 


a 


u. A8 religicn in u mmnifelt benden th cor 
—— Nmporal us. well as tern intereſts of 
mankind; it is the duty of rulets to give all chat 
eountenance and ſupport to religion that is confiſtent 
with liberty of conſcience. And it is perfectly von- 
fiſtent wich that liberty and equal protection which ate 
ſecured to all denominationb of chriſtiaus, by our 
vroellent conſtitution, for rulers in the exerciſe of 
their authority to puniſh profane ſwearing, blaſphe- 
my, and open contempt of the inſtitutians of religion, 
which have a fatal influence on the intereſts of ſo- 
eiety, and for which no man, in the exerciſe of rea- 
ſon, can plead conſcience; and by their example, to 
encourage the practice of thoſe things which all 
denominations allow to be eſſential in religion. 
ven on the ſuppoſition that the chriſtian religion 
were, as its enemies would infinuate, a ccunningly 
deviſed fable; yet as its genius and precepts are fo 
friendly to civil government; as it contains a ſyſtem 
-vf the moſt pure and ſublime morality, and-enjoigs 
on its ptofeſſors in the moſt expreſs: manner, and by 
the moſt powerful ſanctions, ſubjection to the pow- 
ers that are ordained of God, it would be ſound: po- 
hey in rulers. to give all poſſible countenance and en- 
eouragement to this religion as the means of 
2 their own hands; and to treat it with 
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neglect and contempt, and teach the gleopls: by 
theit᷑ own example to dò ſo likewiſe, would be under : 
mining their own authority ; cutting off the branch 

on Which they themſelves ſtand; for when men 
lane elt off the; feat of God, it i is a natural conſe- 
Auence, that neither will they regard man. The 
religion of Chriſt, where: it has its proper influence 
on the hearts and lives of men; will not fail to make 
thd beſt rulers and the beſt ſubjects. It is unneceſ- 
ar to- enlarge before rulers, one requiſite qualifica- 
von in whom is; that they are of the proteſtant ro- 
-bgion : They will n n. and ber 
heir on religion- 


ts folds; 230 114 1. 3 73 
of, Howevet ee men * 1 differ in oe 
religious -ſentiiments, all, even the vicious themſelves, 
(are agreed in eondemnin g vice, and approving ef 
virtue and univerſal experience ſhews that the cer- 
tain tendeney of ihe former is to bring ruin upon a 
people, and of the latter to make them gteat and 
happy · It may then juſtly be expected from thoſe 
- who are the fathets and the guardians of the people, 
and who according to the defign of their inſtitution, 
ate to be a terror. to evil doers, and a praiſe. to them 
|; m n that an yl do every thing in thei 
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gte ind promote the practice of thoſe public v 
among the people, induſtry, "economy, frugalitye⸗ 
obedience to the laws, à teverence of ſolemn baths 
(the bond of civil ſociety and ſecurity of life and 
property) public ſpirit and love of their eoun- 
try, with which our proſperity and ha ppineſs 
are cloſely connected: and that they will diſcounte-, 
nance and ſuppreſs, by all poſſible ways and means, 
the oppoſite vices, luxury, diſſipation, extravagance, 
gaming, idleneſs and intempetance, which lead to 
certain ruin, and have already made ſuch an alarming 
progreſs as forebodes that this new empire will not, 
be of long duration, at leaſt in its preſent form, unleſs 
they are teſtrained by ſome effectual expedients. 
They are the diſeaſes of tlie political body, which 
prey upon its very vitals, and by certain, tho inſen- 
fible degrees, bring on its diſſolution. They al or 
ee 15 efficacious en. 1478 Renz 


IN abſolute — whore: had power is 
lodged 3 in the hands of one, or a few, the conſtitu- 
tion may be maintained, tho? the people are groſsly 
ignorant and corrupt, becauſe they have no concern 
in the affairs of government. They are governed 
by brutal force, and are mere machines which move 
only as they are moved by an exterior power; but 


1 5 DR 


we 
Oo 


t. 36 1 

im free güvernments, where a 
with the people; and the — Aelegites- by J 
them to their rülers is revocahle at their pleaſure; it 
ick eſſential 10'exiſtence and to the public welfard, 
chat people ſhould he virtuous, and entertain juſt 
ideas of the felation and mutual-obligations/ between, 
tbem and their rulers; und the common intereſt they 
babe in the good of their; Gbuntfy.—-It is of great 
impefteuce they ſhould be ſenſible that their coun- 
iff ie not che lau where they were born, or the foil 
hey poſſeſs, but the great body of the people of 
| wich they ate members, and the laws and conſli- 
3 tutor under Whieh they live- that the people are 
rheir people-lathe laws their laws, which: they: have 
conſetited to be govern'd by, and the rulers their 
rulers; to whom they have ſolemnly promiſed: obe- 
dience and fubjection, in the exerciſe of lawful au- 
chority; and that as in the natural, ſo in the political 
body, its proſperity and happineſs depend on the 
wildem of the head, the ſoundneſs of the vitals, and 
the activity and regular exerciſe of the members in 
their ſeveral places. ſuch ſentiments generally diffu- 
fed atnong a people, will engage them to obey from 
& principle of duty, and will make them ready and 
chearful in contributing their ſapport to - mica« 
tres calculated to promote the public good 
_ they 


17 ] 


chief jay, It was ti principle of public ſpirit and 
lave of their eountry, which was cultivated with 3 
religious care, from their earlieſt age, in the citizens) 


of Sparta, Athens and Rome, that produced ſachs 


— efforts of hetois ne ann m9; 


4 Tun n ene in a uſeful Wonen 


and the principles of virtue, being eſſential to the: 


preferyation of a free government, and the public 
welfare, ſhould be a main object of every wiſe go- 
vernment. The faculties of the human mind, in 
every wiſe ſtate, are like precious metal in the ore, 
which muſt be refined and poliſhed by the hand of 
education to make them uſeful. Knowledge is not 
only neceſſary in rulers to qualify them to fill public 
poſts. with. dignity and reputation ; but alſo in the 
people to make them good ſubjects. A wiſe and 


knowing people will think it no leſs their intereſt 


than duty ta ſupport government and yield obedi- 
ence to the laws; whereas the ignorant being go- 
verned wholly by their paſſions, are dangerous ſub- 
jects of any government, eſpecially a free one. They 
- are mere machines, and ever liable to be excited by 
an artful deſigning demagogue, to  fuch acts of vio- 


lence 


they will prefer the welfare of their country to theie 
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| lence and outrage, as have ſometimes brought the 
public to the brink of ruin. Witneſs the frequent 
revolutions in the Ottoman government, here 
ſometimes” a Sultan is depoſed and ſtrangled by a 
ſadden inſurrection, while the Grand Seignior ſits 
ewig 44 ür Paste: "tein Pocher d. 
moſt eſſential ſervice to the public, and be a happy 
mean of ſecuring to diſtant poſterity the bleflings of 
that free and wife government we are placed under, 
if rulers would ike effectual meaſures for the inſtruc- 
tion of the riſing generation in uſeful 1 
PT will riſe 97g th call — 1 

ni bmi mon tet 

* Bur ſarely T 1600 not well on "_ fabjeet before 
fuch'an n aſſembly, as all wiſe men are ſenſible of the 
advantages of knowledge. The worthy framers of 
our Conftitution have exprefſed their ſenſe of it, 
when they fay, that « Knowledge and learning ge- 
nerally diffaſed- through | a community are eſſential. 
to the preſetvation of a free government, and 
when they add, that ir ſhall be the duty of the 
legiſlators and magiſtrates, in all ſuture periods of 
this | goverment, to cheriſh the intereſt of literature 


and the ſciences,” and alt ſeminaries and publio 
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An nated; 0 nie the public credit and the 
faith of ſolemn treaties inviolate. The K of 1 


punctuality in fulfilling their engagements. What 
but this enabled Britain, under ſuch an enormous 


load of national debt, to raiſe: ſupplies to carry on the 


late expenſive war? No other nation, nor even 
their own citizens, will truſt a people in their exi- 
gencies, who have often violated their promiſes, and 
defrauded their creditors. Public credit is of a de- 
licate nature, eaſily deſtroyed, but with difficulty 
retrieved. Nothing fixes a deeper and more laſting 
mat k of infamy on a nation than their breach of pub- 
lic faith. It was this made Carthage a by- word 
among their neighbours, ſo that Carthaginian. faith 


became a term of reproach to ſignify a faithleſs perfi- 


dious people. It is devoutly to be wiſhed that we 
may be ſaved from that infamy, by a punctual ful- 
filment of the. promiſes of the public to individuals, 
and a ſacred adherence to the faith of treaties and 
the articles of confederation, that our enemies may 
be diſappointed of their hopes from our inteſtine di- 
viñons, and convinced that we have virtue to preſerve, 
and wiſdom to improve, the ineſtimable bleflings 
we have defended, by our v valour.— At the ſame 
time 
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e Ir ia of the-laſt.importance 10 the hongr 


nation as well as of individuals, depends on theic 
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ations, being founded on their mutual 2 
like a rope of ſand, eaſily broken; and we ate nqt 
to enpect they will be regarded any longer than it is 
for che intereſt of the cuntratting potvets to obſervt 
them + We muſt therefore, under providence, de- 
Pend for defence againſt foreign invaſion; and the 

Leeur ly of our liberty and privileges, on the wiſdom 
und Hirmneſs of our councils, the public virtue of cis 
_ vivens, > <p OE and 2 
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oh ralers * Ns unite in their Ade 


vors to promote the thin gs that have been mentioned, 
# weld: infaltibly ſecure the wen chemi and 


e thi r new wrule, 


Tur Kibighty Ruler 6f nations and Sign 
15 before us this day, life and death, bleffing and 
| Curfing, and leaves it to ourſelves which we 
wilt chuſe. Altho' true religion, the religion of 
the heart, conſiſting in faith and love unfeigned; 
and a real conformity to the divine character, is ne- 


"eeflary i in all who on good grounds would hope for 
8 e 


D 


f t 4t } 
eternal life; yet thoſe who are wholly deſtitute of 


_ this religion, have it in their power to practice, on 
natural principles, that virtue, which according to the 
conſtitution of the divine government over nations, 
War enſure their tem 7 prof] oy and glory: 


wur 111 we are ade ad do 40 hich is 
tight, we have the higheſt aſſurance that our tran- 
quility ſhall be lengthened, and the increaſe of our 
| happineſs and glory like the light of the morning; 
but if we do evil and fall into the vices and corrup- 
tions that have ever brought ruin on other nations; 
we may affuredly expect that we fhall meet with 


7 their doom. Our fituation, and the conſtitution of 


our government makes this warning peculiarly 
neceflary, 


Youns States, like young men in the vigot᷑ 
of life, by their exertions attain to wealth ; 
and exorbitant wealth begets luxury, diffipation, and 
thoſe other vices which bring on their ruin. Repub- 
lies, in their very conſtitution, are ſhorter lifed than 
other governments: their foundation being laid in vir- 
tue, when the body of the people become corrupt, the 
enemy takes advantage while they are lulld into a fatal 
* on the ſoft lap of pleaſure, to bind them with the 


E. cords 
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cords of abſolute power; ſo that when they awake, 


] 


like Sampſon, too late, they find themſelves deprived 
of that in which their ſtrength lay. This was for- 
merly the fate of the Roman commonwealth, and i is 
at preſent the caſe of Venice and the United Nether- 
lands, All empires have had their period, and with- 
ont doubt our's, like them, wilbalſo be loſt in the 
lapſe of time. We would fain place that event at a 
diſtant period. We cannot but hope that the Al- 
mighty has deſigned America as the ſtage on which 
he will make the moſt. illuſtrious diſplays of his 
power and glory----let us unite our endeavors for its 
accompliſhment. Let vice in eyery form be diſ- 
Tountenanced, that, as aſhamed, it may hide its heads 
and genius, merit and virtue, be encouraged and re- 
warded. Let wiſdom guide our public councils, and 
equity and moderation mark our public meaſures. 
Let us guard againſt a ſpirit of diſcord, the bane of 
ſociety; and laying aſide thoſe perſonal prejudices 
which have arifen from the oppoſition of ſentiments 
and intereſts in the late conteſt, endeavor to cultivate 


peace and to ſtrengthen the union among all the 

members of the State, that our moderation may, be 

known t to all men. Let us with a conſcientious care 

preſerve. the ſpirit of the conſtitution, and guard 

i whatever would he an infraQion of the ſo» 
| cla} 
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ciat compact between the rulers and the people. 
It would be a glaring inconſiſtency, after people 
have choſen à form of government, and delegated 
authority to rulers to exerciſe the ſeveral pdwers of 
| that government, to form combinations within the 
State in oppoſition to their own laws and govern- 
ment. It would be pulling down with one hand 
what they build up with the other, and ſetting up a 
government within a government, the greateſt ab- 


ſurdity in politics. While on the one hand we 


reject the doctrine of paſſive obedience and non- 


reſiſtance, and with a jealous eye watch the mo- 


tions of thoſe in power; let us on the other hand, 
equally guard againſt a ſpirit of ſaction, that from 
ſelfiſn motives would overtur: the foundations of 
government, and throw all things into confuſion. 


Tas citizens of a free State ſhould learn to think 
on a large ſcale. This would guard them againſt 
the deſigns of the ſelfiſh and intereſted. They 
ſhould riſe above that contracted ſpirit which centers 
all the views and purſuits of men in their own private 


ſeperate intereſt, or that of the little circle with 


which they are immediately connected. They 


' ſhould conſider themſelves as members one of ano- 
ther, and the particular State to which they#belong, 
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. member of the great national body, compoſed of 
theUnitedStates,and upon this principle, ſtudy to pro- 


mote the general good of the whole; in which alſo their 
own ſafety and happineſs are involved, Inſtead of 


| weakening they ſhould do every thing in their pow- 
erto ſtrengthen the hands of rulers, and to n 


them in the exerciſe of lawful authority, 


Gorrunernt is neceſſary, and muſt be ſupport» 


ed; and it ought to be a humiliating conſideration 
that the neceſſity and expences of this divine inſtitu- 
tion, is founded in the corruption and vices of hu- 
man nature; for if mankind were in a tate of rec- 
titude there would be no need of the ſanctions of 


human laws to reſtrain them ſrom vice or to oblige 
them to do what is right. They would be detered 
from the former by a ſenſe of its deformity, ang led 
to practice the latter by a view of its intrinſic beauty. 


But in the preſent diſordered ſtate of our nature there 
Would be no ſafety of life or property without the 


protection of law. A ſtate of nature would be a 


ſtate of continual war and carnage. The weak 
would be devoured by the ſtrong, and every affront 


avenged with the death of the offender. Even 


under the beſt governments, we ſee the human paſ- 


ſions 


3 -- 
fions often break through all the reſtraints of law in 


acts of violence and outrage ! which ſhews what 
| reaſon we have to be thankful to God for that excel- 
lent Conſtitution we live under, and how incumbent 
it is on every one who is a friend to the order, peace 
and happineſs of ſociety, or who even regards the 
ſafety of his own life and * to n and 
maintain it, 


To conclude---:It is matter of ſolid conſolation 
and exalted joy to the friends of God and religion, 
amidſt the darkneſs and | imperfection of this preſent 
Nate, that all human events are under the direction 
of an infinitely wiſe, good, holy and powerful provi- 
dence, and are ſubſervient to the peculiar kingdom 
of the Mediator, and uniformly working together 
bring it to that ſtate of perfection and glory for 
which it is deſigned. It is delightful to obſerve, 
how all things from the beginning of time, in the 
four great monarchies that roſe in ſucceſſion, that 
of the Babylonians, that of the Medes and Perſians, 
that of the Macedonians, and that of the Romans, 
were diſpoſed by divine providence to prepare the 
way for the coming of the Mediator, and the introduc- 
tion of his kingdom; and how the kings and 
rulers of the earth in thoſe enterprizes, in which 

they 
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| they. were /aQuated | by pride and vain” glory; 


were only inſtruments in his hand to accompliſh 
the predictions of his holy word reſpecting his 
church and people, though they meant not ſo, either 
eame it into a heart. The deſign of God in all 
his diſpenſations and in all events that have come ta 


| pals in every age, has been to ſerve the intereſt of 
the Redeemer's kingdom. And this, doubtleſs, is 


his defign in the preſent revolution. It may be to 


prepare the way for the 


ccompliſhment of glorious 


things ſpaken of Zion in the latter days which re- 
main yet to be accompliſhed. , All power inHeaven 


and n earth is given to C iſt as mediator for the 
church; and is invaribly exerciſed by him to promote 
bor intercſk, 


* 

1 Zical rejoice that her King reigneth Ys go- 
vernor among the nations, and ſovereign of univer- 
Gal nature; ſo that no weapon formed againſt her 
ſhall proſper, but all the defigns and attempts of her 
malicious foes ſhall be over-ruled to promote her in- 
tereſt; happineſs and glory. This ſt one which was 
cut out of the mountain without hands, has already 
ſmote the feet of the image in Daniel's viſion, which 


repreſented the four monarchies before-mentioned> 


and broken them in pieces; and this ſtone hall finally 
15117 become 


Ee a great mountain and fill the whole earthy. 


when all the glory and magnificence of earthly king- 


doms ſhall vaniſh away as the illuſions of a dream 
when one awaketh. May we be built by faith on 
this tried precious corner ſtone which God hath laid 
in Zion for a foundation, and be iound diligent and 
faithful in the duties of our ſeveral ſtations, that ſa 
through his mercy and the merits of the great Re- 
deemer we may be approyed when we ſhall appear 
before him in judgment, and be finally admitted ta 


the joys and glories of that kingdom that cannot be 


moved, in which peace and . ee n 


* . 
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